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March 25, 2019 
Representative Chris Lee, Chair 
Representative Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary 
 
Dear Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Committee Members: 
  

RE: SB 600, HD1 Relating to Firearms 
 

 SB 600, HD1, would provide that no person under 21 years of age can bring a firearm into the State of 
Hawaiʻi.  This would match the age requirement for a permit to acquire a firearm, and would seem to be a 
common sense provision—why would a person in Hawaiʻi be held to a higher standard than a person (resident 
or non-resident) traveling to Hawaiʻi? 
 

An issue has been raised that such a requirement would be an unconstitutional restriction on the right 
to bear arms.  But even President Trump has called for raising the legal age to buy a gun to 21.  If purchases 
can be limited by age, then so can registration, and so can transport into the State. 
 

I urge favorable action on SB 600, HD1, with an effective date “upon approval.” 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Harry Kim 
MAYOR 
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Chris Lee, Chair 

Joy A San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 

House Committee on Judiciary 

State Capitol, Room 325 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

HEARING:  Monday, March 25, 2019 at 2pm 

RE: SB600 Relating to Firearms 

Aloha Members of the House Committee,  

The Hawaii Firearms Coalition OPPOSES SB600. 

The Hawaii Firearms Coalition believes the 2nd Amendment’s “…right to keep and bear arms…” applies to 

persons under the age of 21 and therefore this bill is unconstitutional.  A person under the age of 21 can 

join the military and die for their country, drive a car, and be an adult making life decisions.  However 

those supporting this bill do not believe these good people deserve the constitutional right to keep and 

bear arms.  People may say that we routinely have age restrictions on things like driving a car, smoking, 

and purchasing alcohol but these are not rights guaranteed by the Constitution. 

This bill would affect military servicemembers and family members under the age of 21 transferring to 

Hawaii with their firearms.  The firearms they use to practice marksmanship which could one day save 

lives.  This also affects civilians who move to Hawaii, competitive shooters flying in for an event, and 

hunters traveling to Hawaii for an adventure. 

This bills intention is to standardize Hawaii’s HRS to make 21 years as the minimum age of firearms 

ownership.  HIFICO believes that setting the age at 21 is unconstitutional.  A report by the Legislative 

Reference Bureau dated May 3, 2018 states that HRS 134-3 does not specify a minimum age to register 

a rifle under HRS 134-3.  HIFICO believes not stating a minimum age was intentional on creation of the 

firearms registration law to accommodate people transferring from the mainland, such as military 

members.  Otherwise firearms would be confiscated which is currently being done at the Honolulu 

Police Department illegally even though there is no statute that allows it.  HRS 134-5 also contradicts 

this bill in that persons at least 16 years old can possess a rifle or shotgun for the purposes of target 

shooting and hunting and transportation to/from without adult supervision.  Good responsible juniors 

and young adults can be trusted. 

The rights in the “Bill of Rights” treat adults the same.  For example the 4th and 5th amendments provide 

due process, protection from self-incrimination, lengthy and costly appeals, and defend against unjust 



search and seizure regardless if a person is 18 or 21.  We value the rights and freedoms of the innocent 

and prevent them from going to prison against the risk that some criminals may go free. 

Under this bill, SB600, good people under 21 are treated worse than criminals and have their rights 

removed for the only crime of being too young.  There is no trial.  There are no appeals.  Do not remove 

the 2nd Amendment rights from law abiding and responsible young adults.  For these reasons the Hawaii 

Firearms Coalition Opposes SB600.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Mahalo 

 

 

Todd Yukutake 

Director, Hawaii Firearms Coalition 

PH.  (808) 255-3066 

Email:  todd@hifico.org 

 



Charlotte A. Carter-Yamauchi 
Director

Shawn K. Nakama 
First Assistant

Research (808) 587-0666 
Revisor (808) 587-0670 
, Fax (808) 587-0681

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU 
State of Hawaii 

State Capitol, Room 446 
415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

May 3, 2018

MEMORANDUM

TO;

FROM:

Honorable Sam Satoru Kong 
Representative, 33rd District

Rina G.Y. Chung 
Research Attorney ^

SUBJECT: Minimum Age for Registration of Firearm with County Police Department

You requested this office to confirm that section 134-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), 
does not specify that a person registering a firearm be of a certain minimum age, In your request, you 
indicated that a twenty-year-old constituent had been informed by the Honolulu Police Department that 
he must be at least twenty-one years of age to register a rifle that he plans to bring to Hawaii from 
Texas.

While the Bureau does not issue formal legal opinions or provide legal advice, we have 
reviewed the applicable statutes and offer the following information for your review and consideration.

The HRS does not appear to specifically address the type of situation described in your 
request. For this reason, the applicable law with respect to registration of the rifle in question may be 
subject to different interpretations. For informational purposes, the remainder of this memorandum 
discusses age-related provisions presently found in part I of Chapter 134, FIRS.

We note that section 134-3, HRS, relating to registering a firearm does not contain any 
specific age requirement.

However, section 134-2, HRS, which addresses permits to acquire firearms, does 
specify minimum age requirements. Section 134-2(a), HRS, provides in relevant part: "No person 
shall acquire the ownership of a firearm . ..  whether procured in the State or imported by mail, express, 
freight, or otherwise, until the person has first procured . . . a permit to acquire the ownership o f  a 
firearm as prescribed in this section." (Emphasis added.) Section 134-2(d), HRS, specifies, among
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other things, th a t" [t]he chief of police of the respective counties may issue permits to acquire firearms 
to citizens of the United States of the age of iwenty-one years or more . . .  (Emphasis added.)

We further note that Chapter 134, HRS, does not specify a procedure for county police 
departments to follow when, pursuant to section 134-3(a), HRS, a "person arriving in the State who 
brings or . . . causes to be brought iiito the State a firearm of any description" attempts to register the 
firearm pursuant to that subsection but is not of sufficient age to acquire or own a firearm under section 
134-2, HRS.

Additionally, we note that the following sections of Chapter 134, HRS, specify 
minimum age requirements for other types of firearm-related activities (italic emphases added), yet as a 
whole the Chapter does not seem to offer much clarity with respect to each type of activity or 
consistency with respect to minimum ages for these activities.

1. Section 134-2(d), HRS, allows a county chief of police to issue a permit to an alien 
"for use of rifles and shotguns for a period not exceeding sixty days, upon a showing 
that the alien has first procured a hunting license" under part II of Chapter 183D, 
HRS; provided that the alien is eighteen years o f  age or older.

2. Section 134-2(d) also allows a county chief of police to issue a permit to an alien "for 
use of firearms for a period not exceeding six months, upon a showing that the alien 
is in training for a specific organized sport-shooting contest held within the permit 
period"; provided that the alien is twenty-one years o f  age or older.

3. Section 134-4(a), HRS, prohibits the "transfer"1 of "any rifle having a barrel length of 
sixteen inches or over or any shotgun having a barrel length of eighteen inches or 
over, whether usable or unusable, serviceable or unserviceable, modern or antique, 
registered under prior law or by a prior owner, or unregistered" to "any person under 
the age o f  eighteen years, except as provided by section 134-5", HRS.

4. Section 134-4(c), HRS, allows the loan of a "lawfully acquired rifle or shotgun . . .  to 
an adult2 for use within the State for a period not to exceed fifteen days without a 
permit; provided that where the rifle or shotgun is to be used outside of the State, the 
loan may be for a period not to exceed seventy-five days."

5. Section 134-5(a), HRS, allows a person to "carry and use any lawfully acquired rifle 
or shotgun and suitable ammunition while actually engaged in hunting or target 
shooting or while going to and from the place of hunting or target shooting"; 
provided that the person is either "of the age o f  sixteen years, or over" or 
"accompanied by an adult" if "under the age o f  sixteen years"-, and provided further 
that if hunting is involved, the person, "has procured a hunting license" under part II

1 We note that section 134-4, HRS, does not define "transfer", nor does section 134-1, HRS, which is the definitional section 
for the chapter.
2 Similarly, we note that "adult" is not defined in sections 134-1 or 134-4, HRS.
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of Chapter 183D, HRS. Under the Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR),3 a person 
must be "at least 10 years o f  age" in order to "be issued a hunter education 
certificate after completion of the hunter education program" and generally speaking, 
under section 183D-28, HRS, a person must possess a hunter education certificate to 
obtain a hunting license under that section, unless the person qualifies for an 
exemption that is based on the person's age and proof of prior licensure.

6. Section 134-5(b), HRS, allows the loan, without a permit, of a "lawfully acquired 
firearm . . .  to a person, including a minor,A upon a target range or similar facility for 
purposes of target shooting; provided that the period of the loan does not exceed the 
time in which the person actually engages in target shooting upon the premises."

7. Section 134-5(c), HRS, allows a person to "carry unconcealed and use a lawfully 
acquired pistol or revolver while actually engaged in hunting game mammals, if  that 
pistol or revolver and its suitable ammunition are acceptable for hunting by rules 
adopted pursuant to [section 183D-3, HRS] and if that person is licensed pursuant to 
[part II of  Chapter 183D, HRS]." Under section 13-123-22(2)(K), HAR, "[n]o 
person under the age o f  18years shall hunt game mammals with a handgun."

For your convenience, unofficial printouts of sections 134-2, 134-3, 134-4, 134-5, and 
183D-28, HRS, are enclosed, as well as the HAR sections cited herein.

As noted above, the Bureau does not issue formal legal opinions or provide legal advice. 
Therefore, your constituent may wish to consult with a private attorney. The Hawaii State Bar 
Association operates the Lawyer Referral & Information Service, which refers potential clients to 
private attorneys. Information on the service may be obtained by calling (808) 537-9140, emailing 
lris@hsba.org, or visiting http://hawaiilawverreferral.com. You may also wish to consider requesting a 
formal opinion on this matter from the Department of the Attorney General.

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please contact me by phone at 
587-0666 or by email at r.chung@capitol.hawaii.gov.

APPROVED:

avKMidh
Charlotte A. Carter-Yamauchi 
Director

j!
Enc.

3 See section 13-122-12(a)(5), HAR, pertaining to hunting of game birds and section 13-123-22(1)(E), HAR, pertaining to 
hunting of game mammals .
4 The term "minor" is not defined in sections 134-1 or 134-5, IIRS.
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Institute for Rational and Evidence-Based Legislation 

P. O. Box 41 

Mountain View, Hawaii 96771 

 
March 23, 2019 

 

  

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

 

Re: SB600, HD1 

 

Date of hearing: Monday, March 25, 2019 

 

Chair, Vice Chair, and Members, 

 

Please defer SB600 by voting NO. 

 

Let me first add, as something of an aside, that I find it “troubling” that the committee chair announced 

at 4:49 PM on a Friday afternoon the scheduling of this bill to be heard on a Monday, meaning that 

testimony, in order to be available to members by the scheduled meeting, would have to be submitted 

by midday Sunday. I consider this a violation of the rules requiring 48 business day hours notice. Many 

people take off Friday afternoon and don't concern themselves with such matters until the next working 

day, which would be too late to submit testimony in a timely manner. Why the shenanigans? (That's a 

rhetorical question.) 

 

This is nothing but an illegal age-discrimination-based statute that would deny legal law-abiding adult 

citizens their constitutionally-protected right to keep arms, solely on the basis of their age, and no other 

factors. The actual evidence regarding crime and this age group, both as victims and perpetrators leads 

to the exact opposite conclusion to the assumptions underlying SB600. These people, aged 18 to 20, are 

legal adults in all other matters of law in Hawaii and the United States. They can drive, vote, get 

married, enter into contracts, be tried as adults for any crimes committed, etc. On what basis, other than 

pure age discrimination, should they be denied the right to keep arms, like all other law-abiding adults? 

 

It's even more ludicrous when one thinks that this effects members of the military who may train with 

and use weapons daily, yet when they return home are denied the ability to have such weapons for self-

defense of themselves and their families. Completely nonsensical. And hypocritical. You expect them 

to possibly die in military action defending their country and the rights embodied by it, yet deny them 

those same rights they are willing to die for? Ludicrous. 

 

If the Hawaii legislators believe that persons 18 to 20 years of age aren't entitled to exercise their 

constitutionally-protected rights, then pass laws that deny persons of that age group ALL their rights, 

not just one particular one. That would be the rational thing to do. Rational, that is, if there were even a 

shred of evidence that denying these people their rights would have any benefit to society at all. Of 

course, you well know there isn't any such evidence, which is why some legislators have selected only 



one such right to be denied, based not upon evidence, but upon nothing more than irrational fear that 

such persons of said age are prone to dangerous firearm-related behavior beyond other age groups. 

 

In fact, this proposed law has it completely backwards if we are to consider facts rather than mere bias. 

 

Because 18-20 year-olds are the most frequently criminally victimized age group, they deserve 

MOST to have the ability to defend themselves from such predators, not be prevented from defending 

themselves. Disarming the most abused group only makes them even more vulnerable to more 

predation. That's the exact opposite of “public safety”. 

 

Data also shows that people in the 21-24 age group commit crimes at a higher rate than people in the 

18-20 age group. Thus according to facts, the rational evidence-based proposed legislation would have 

to ban the import and/or possession of firearms by anyone under the age of 25. 

 

Another example of the wrongly directed prejudice directed at this age group is the data for Michigan, 

Nevada and Texas indicate that permit holders between the ages of 18 and 22 are even more law-

abiding than older permit holders. Why should these law-abiding young adults be denied their right to 

defend themselves? 

 

Are you going to vote on proposed legislation based upon facts or some data-less emotional 

discriminatory hyperbole? 

 

See, for example (full article below, specifically addressing under-18 possession, but includes data 

from states banning possession for under age 21): 

 

THE IMPACT OF BANNING JUVENILE GUN POSSESSION 

 

THOMAS B. MARVELL 

Justec Research 

 

Abstract 

A 1994 federal law bans possession of handguns by persons under 18 years of 

age. Also in 1994, 11 states passed their own juvenile gun possession bans. Eighteen 

states had previously passed bans, 15 of them between 1975 and 1993. These laws 

were intended to reduce homicides, but arguments can be made that they have no 

effect on or that they even increase the homicide rate. This paper estimates the laws’ 

impacts on various crime measures, primarily juvenile gun homicide victimizations 

and suicide, using a fixed-effects research design with state-level data for at least 19 

years. The analysis compares impacts on gun versus nongun homicides and gun 

versus nongun suicides. Even with many different crime measures and regression 

specifications, there is scant evidence that the laws have the intended effect of reducing 

gun homicides. 

 

Do not irrationally discriminate! All law-abiding adults are entitled to exercise ALL their rights. Do not 

pass SB600. Vote NO on SB600. 

 

Thank you, 

 

George Pace 
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Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 
O`ahu County 

Democrats Committee 
on Legislative Priorities 
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NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

555 CAPITOL MALL, STE 625 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 

(916) 446-2455 
 

 

STATE & LOCAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

DANIEL REID, WESTERN REGIONAL DIRECTOR 
 

March 25, 2019 

 

The Honorable Chris Lee 

Chair, Committee on Judiciary 

Sent Via Email 
 

Re:  Senate Bill 600 - OPPOSE 
  
Dear Chairman Lee: 

  
On behalf of the Hawaii members of the National Rifle Association, we strongly oppose Senate Bill 600.  
 
Hawaii requires individuals who bring a firearm into the state to register that firearm within five days; however an 
age for registration is not expressly stated in statute. SB 600 would set the minimum age for registration at 21 years 
old. This legislation will discriminate against those young adults who possess lawfully acquired firearms from 
traveling to Hawaii for hunting or recreational purposes along with those who are relocating to Hawaii for various 
reasons including members of our military.  
  
We encourage the author to explore proposals that go after those misusing firearms instead of focusing attention on 
the good honest law abiding citizens traveling or relocating to the Aloha State.  
  
For the foregoing reasons, we urge your opposition to SB 600. 
 

Sincerely, 

  

Daniel Reid 

Western Regional Director 
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MEMORANDUM
TO   Name
FROM   Name
DATE   October 5, 2017
RE   We have a new name

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB600  

TO:    MEMBERS OF THE HAWAII HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
SUBMITTED BY:  MOLLY VOIGT, STATE LEGISLATIVE MANAGER, GIFFORDS 
DATE:    MARCH 25, 2019 
__________ 

Chair Lee, Vice-Chair Buenaventura, and Members of the Hawaii House Judiciary Committee,  

On behalf of Giffords, the gun violence prevention organization founded by former Congresswoman 
Gabby Giffords and her husband Captain Mark Kelly, I would like to thank you for consideration of this 
important gun violence prevention bill. This written testimony is specifically to state our support for 
Senate Bill 600. This bill would prohibit any person under 21 years of age from bringing a firearm into 
the state. Hawaii law already requires that state residents who wish to apply for a permit to acquire 
ownership of a firearm be at least 21 years old, so this bill will ensure that all firearm owners in the state 
are of the same more responsible age.  

Possessing a firearm necessitates an ability to act extremely responsibly, and data shows that young 
adults account for a disproportionate number of gun homicides and suicides. The perpetrators of the 
two deadliest school shootings in United States history— Sandy Hook Elementary and Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High had an important characteristic in common: neither shooter was old enough to 
buy beer, but both were old enough to purchase the weapons they used to murder 34 students and 9 
adults. These shooters share another feature—as 19- and 20-year-olds, they fall into a category of 
Americans who are disproportionately at risk of committing gun violence. Individuals age 18 to 20 
comprise only 4% of the population but commit 17% of gun homicides.1  Based on data from the FBI, 18- 
to 24-year-olds also account for a disproportionate percentage of arrests for homicide and violent crime 
in general.2  Young adults ages 18 to 25 also experience the highest rates of serious mental illness,3  and 
suicide attempts that result in death or treatment in a hospital peak between ages 16 and 214.  It is well-
documented that the biological processes that take place during late adolescence and young adulthood 
predispose individuals to riskier and less controlled behavior.5  In 1984, responding to a public health 
crisis of intoxicated driving by 18 to 20 year-olds, the US enacted a federal law raising the drinking age to 
21.6  The rate of fatal automobile crashes involving 18- to 20-year-old drivers under the influence of 
alcohol was 61% in 1982.7  By 1995, it had declined to 31%, a larger reduction than for older age groups. 
Similar to the reasons why 18- to 20-year-olds lack the biological maturity and brain development to 

                                                
1 “Uniform Crime Reporting Program Data: Supplementary Homicide Reports, 2015,” US Department of Justice, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, https://ucr.fbi.gov/nibrs/addendumfor-submitting-cargo-theft-data/shr. 
2 “Crime in the United States 2012,” US Department of Justice & Federal Bureau of Investigation, Table 38: Arrests by Age, 
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s/2012/crimein-the-u.s.-2012/tables/38tabledatadecoverviewpdf. 
3 “Results from the 203 National Survey on Drug Use and Health: Summary of National Findings,” Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, http://www.oas.samhsa.gov/NHSDA/2k2NSDUH/Results/2k2results.htm#chap9. 
4 Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-
center-for-gun-policy-and-research/_pdfs/GunsOnCampus.pdf. 
5 Id. 
6 Steven R. Weisman, “Reagan Signs Law Linking Federal Aid to Drinking Age,” New York Times, July 18, 1984, 
http://www.nytimes.com/1984/07/18/us/reagan-signs-law-linking-federal-aidto-drinking-age.html; 
https://www.cdc.gov/alcohol/fact-sheets/minimum-legal-drinkingage.html. 
7 Anne T. McCartt, Laurie A. Hellinga, and Bevan B. Kirley, “The Effects of Minimum Legal Drinking Age 21 Laws on Alcohol-
Related Driving in the United States,” Journal of Safety Research 41, no. 2 (2010): 173–181. 
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safely drink alcohol, the “challenges with impulse control, emotional regulation, and onset of mental 
illness” make unsupervised access to firearms by this age group a dangerous combination.   

We urge you to support Senate Bill 600 and strengthen minimum age laws for possessing firearms 
because it will help protect young people and the public at large in Hawaii.  

 
__________ 

ABOUT GIFFORDS 
Giffords is a nonprofit organization dedicated to saving lives from gun violence.  

Led by former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and her husband, Navy combat veteran 
and retired NASA astronaut Captain Mark Kelly, Giffords inspires the courage of people 

from all walks of life to make America safer. 
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Hawaii Public Policy 
Advocates 

Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Melissa Pavlicek and I am testifying in support of SB 600. 

This bill is an important step toward ensuring a reduction in gun violence and toward 
reducing the amount of firearms brought into the state.  Mahalo for your consideration. 

 

sanbuenaventura2
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Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brian Isaacson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is plainly a discriminatory bill which will not pass constitutional muster, leaving 
Hawaii taxpayers having to defend unconstitutional measures again. If you are old 
enough to be in the military, you are old enough to own a firearm. 

 



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2019 6:47:33 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Russell Takata Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this measure.This proposal directly and adversely impacts incoming 
service members assigned to Hawaii, and competitors who visit Hawaii to participate in 
shooting sports events sanctioned by nationally-recognized organizations. Regarding 
the former, servicemen under 21 years of age should not be prohibited from firearms 
possession and registration. They have either served in combat or can be assigned to 
combat duty. This measure does not recognize their firearms safety training and duty to 
our country. 

  

 



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/22/2019 10:05:02 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joel Berg Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB600 : OPPOSE! RE: Prohibits anyone under 21 from registering a firearm. This law 
separates an individual from their lawfully acquired property, many of whom are soldiers 
and sailors who at great personal cost have volunteered to defend the state and the 
nation. It is immoral that we would allow these young men and women to fight on our 
behalf yet would deny them the right to defend themselves. 

 



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/23/2019 7:14:01 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fred Delosantos Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose SB600. A person at the age of 18 can join the armed forces, and be sent in 
harms way bearing arms to perform the warfighting duties of our country, and perhaps 
risk their lives so we can enjoy our freedoms. Yet SB600 proposes to abridge the 
constitutional rights of this age group 18-21, although they may be asked to lay down 
their lives so that we can rest easy? so that we can enjoy our constitutional rights at the 
same time we deny theirs? Something fundamentally wrong here. 
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Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Quentin Kealoha Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill SB600 HD1. 

  

This bill makes absolutely no sense and discriminates against law abiding citizens, 
simply because of their age. 

It has been indicated numerous times that the majority of the population opposes this 
and most, if not all, of the recent anti-firearm legislation, as highlighted by the 
overwhelming oppositional testimonies in previous committes which individuals like 
Rep. karl rhodes and Rep. chris lee conveniently have been ignoring to continue to 
push bills like this through.  

  

Ironic that they continue to push bills like this through, yet kill any bills relating to term 
limits or voter recall, all of which would force them to do their job and implement the will 
of the people. 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Ron Klapperich Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill because it's hipocritical that we can fight a war but not bring firearms 
into the State. Perhaps Hawaiian citizens should be prevented from entering service 
and defending our country until they are old enough to legally drink (21). That would be 
less ridiculous then the outcome of this poorly thought out bill.  
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Hearing 

mitchell weber Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I STRONGLY, OPPOSE SB600, 

     This proposed bill violates th terms of HRS 134. Nowhere in HRS 134 does it require 
a person to be  twenty one years of age. Therefore the federal age regulation of 
eighteen stands. This proposed bill will hurt Hawaii tourism.  

   If young Americans are old enough to die for our country and way of life(this includes 
yours),they should be old enough to own a firearm. There is a push for voting rights at 
age sixteen, of course this would benefit the DNC so I will assume at least some 
members of the committee agree. Do you mean to tell me that a teenager has the 
mental capacity and experience to shape our countries laws and practices but  a legal 
adult cannot fathom the responsible use and ownership of a firearm? 

  I would hope everyone on the committee is aware of the history of SB600 in the 
legislative session. Earlier in the process hundreds of testimonies were illegally cast 
aside and ignored. A normal unbiased person would be given the benefit of the doubt 
regarding this  honest mistake, but I will not allow a pass for biased anti gun legislators 
who have a track record of ignoring the will  of the people to satisfy a small minority of 
constituents. As committee chairs your actions affect all Hawaii citizens not just your 
selective constituency. The amount of "organization" of the pro second amendment 
citizens are speaking out in opposition due to your tone deaf and dangerous legislative 
overreach. 
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tony lee Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Military members under 21 , arriving into hawaii will be unable to  register their 
personnal firearms. 
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Michael A. Wee Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly OPPOSE this bill. It makes no sense when existing law allows other firearm-
related activities at much younger ages. This bill is an example of unnecessary 
legislation intended to harass law-abiding gun owners. It just complicates firearm 
acquisition and ownership. Other than that, it does not accomplish anything. 

 



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/23/2019 11:40:47 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 
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Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Fukuzawa Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Legislative Members, 

I am writing to you inform you that as an NRA member, as a retired correctional officer, 
and as a disabled military veteran, I am opposing this bill.  Being that men and women 
may join the military at age 18, you are discriminating individuals due to age.  This is not 
the way to do this.  People this age may own a firearm according to the 2nd amendment 
and as such, we should honor this.  If you are going to discriminate, it should be 
according to criminal records or severe mental illness not because of a person's age. 

Sincerely, 

David J Fukuzawa 
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Shyla Moon Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Adam Lipka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is not appropriate and is likely unconstitutional. We deam 18 year olds mature 
enough to join the military, national guard, and vote yet somehow they aren’t mature 
enough to possess a firearm.   
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Louis Prescott II Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I, Louis Prescott II, oppose SB600 HD1 because it is a direct violation of our 
Constitutionally protected rights to keep and bear arms under the 2nd Ammendment 
and discriminates against age. 
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Daniel Oshima Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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brandon Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I oppose SB600 .We need to stop punishing law abiding citizens with these 
restrictive laws. We have to stop punishing the good people as a way to stop the bad. 
There are better ways. Mahalo.  

Brandon w from Pahoa  
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Len Fergusen Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

  I oppose SB 600 in it's entirety.  I am a lifelong resident of Hawaii and an educational 
professional and I VOTE in every election. 
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Traci Powers Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I stand in opposition of this legislation. This legislation carves out no exceptions for 
military personnel or their families who are relocated to Hawaii for military service. If an 
18 year old is considered mature enough to sign a contract, vote, purchase a vehicle 
and to die for our country in uniform, these same individuals are mature enough to own 
a firearm. This legislation does nothing to address real issues of crime or illegal activity, 
it is nothing more than feel good legislation that infringes on the rights of law 
abiding citizens.  
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Hearing 

Mark Yokota Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose bill because there is no exception for those in the military, and that it 
discriminates based on age those who would otherwise not be prohibited under HRS 
from owning a rifle or shotgun for hunting or target shooting.  Other than creating more 
of a burden on law enforcement, and depriving those of a certain age from owning a 
firearm, there isn’t any point to this bill. 

Will this bill prevent another Sandy Hook or Parkland?  No, since neither of those 
shooters obtained their firearms legally.   Will this prevent criminals from committing 
crimes?  No.  Justin Waiki and Darryl Freeman we’re both convicted felons who still had 
firearms.   

This bill will not solve or prevent anything. 
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Hearing 

kamakani de dely Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a tax paying,voting, law abiding citizen of Hawaii, I vote NO on bill SB600. I find it 
offendsive and oppressive of the rights of the people. Stop oppressing our rights to live 
a happy peaceful life by means of taking away our firearms and the rights to bear them. 
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Hearing 

Mallory De Dely Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a tax paying,voting, law abiding citizen of Hawaii, I vote NO on bill SB600. I find it 
offendsive and oppressive of the rights of the people. Stop oppressing our rights to live 
a happy peaceful life by means of taking away our firearms and the rights to bear them. 

 



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/24/2019 12:41:30 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 
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Matt Individual Oppose Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

I Oppose SB600.  At a time when the democrats are saying that they want the voting 
age to be lowered to 16, its hypocrisy to say that someone below 21 is old enough to 
vote but not old enough to safely handle a firearm. 

I had my own shotgun at 9 years old and knew how to safely handle it so this bill should 
be rejected. 

Please have the courage to stand for common sense and for our Constitution that you 
swore an oath to defend. 
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Mikhael Kobayashi Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Marcus Tanaka Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Age discrimination. 18 you can vote and join the military. The military takes an oath to 
protect the constitution. But with this law. They cant even exercise their 2nd amendment 
right. 

 



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/24/2019 8:23:02 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 
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Dwayne Lim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Kelly Lim Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Present at 
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Grant Nagata Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee, 

I'm writing in opposition of Bill SB600. I'm opposed to any legislation that goes against 
any Constitutional rights. I understand that this bill and many like it is an attempt to curb 
violence. I also understand the thinking that taking away tools to commit violent acts 
such as with firearms, knives, bats, bricks, pipes, fists, elbows, etc., may seem like a 
good idea. However removing the tools is not the solution. The problem is not because 
of the tools but the lack of integrity, character and the absence of values that people 
have. Walk around and ask random people what their core values are, especially those 
under 40 years of age. You'll be met with blank stares and even the response of "what 
does that mean?" I know this because I’ve asked this question may times. It is sad 
when people know more about trivia, music and TV than their own values. When was 
the last time you or anyone mentioned the word character, integrity, leadership, decision 
making, honor, delaying gratification, persistence, etc. in the home? 

I take 100% personal responsibility for making sure that these words are a 
commonplace in my family and that we apply them. I think that if we all did this we 
would see violence of all kinds not just guns, but bullying, sexual assault, child abuse, 
verbal abuse, etc. be reduced. I think we should allocate our time, energy and money to 
reestablishing these values in our State and County systems, including our education 
system, instead of misallocating more of our funds towards restrictive laws that will not 
have a long term impact. 

Respectfully, 

Grant Nagata 
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Kawika Freitas Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. You can vote at 18, join the military, smoke, etc.. and be tried as an 
adult. If all these things are legal at the age of 18 then so should your second 
amendment.    
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Testifier 
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Gerard Silva Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is Against the 2nd Amendment. The Federal Consitution super seeds the State or 
County. 

Stop Screwing with the people there are over 100,000 Gun owners in Hawaii they will 
remember you Next Election!!! 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ronald G Livingston Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Shelton Yamashiro Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

PLEASE OPPOSE! 

  

This bill denies adult citizens under 21 the right to bring their legally owned firearms with 
them into the state. 
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Submitted By Organization 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Howard Suguitan Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill discriminates gased on age and denies constitutional rights. 
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Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Dan Goo Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We opposed SB600 How are you going to accomdate our military personnel who get 
assiged to Hawaii and are between 18-21 years old,  This is discriminatory as many of 
they in most states are able to own firearms after 18 years old.    

Dan Goo Retired HPD, Judy Goo, Sean Goo, Elisha Goo, Mariah Goo, Katherine Goo 

 

judtestimony
Late



SB-600-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/25/2019 2:45:14 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 3/25/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carolyn Pearl Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Late
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